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Striving to Live, Love, Serve, all for the Glory of God. 

 

May 2019      

 

“Serving our neighbors through missions” 

Need Some Time To Be Refreshed? 
Come to the 32

nd
 Annual Synodical Church 

Women's Convention for some inspiration and 
refreshment on May 3

rd
 & 4

th
 at First Lutheran in 

Marshall, MN.  Make plans now to attend and 
explore "Embraced by the Winds of Grace."  Fri-
day the 3

rd
 will be the business meeting and 

Saturday the 4
th
 will be our fun day.  Come ex-

perience the Worship, Speakers, Workshops, 
and Displays.  Registration is $65 for both days 
and $50 for Saturday only.  We are looking for 
someone who would like to represent SGLC as 
our Voting Member.  Registration and hotel 
costs will be covered by our Church Women, so 
please let Maria L. know at 507-246-5828, if you 
are interested in attending.  Additional details 
can be found in the WELCA folder on the nar-
thex table.  Consider joining many Lutheran 
women as they explore the theme "Embraced 
by the Winds of Grace."  Also, walk-ins are wel-
come to come on Saturday, May 4. 

Memorial Day Service 
and 

Ham Dinner 
Monday, May 27, 2019 

Church Service at 10:45am 
Honor Guard Program at 11:45am 

Sr. Recognition 
Sunday, May 19, 2019 
Graduating seniors are: 

 Nathan Engel 

 Summer Engel 

 Ruby Langr 

 Seth Lokensgard 

 Sydney Schott 
Please let the office know about anyone gradu-
ating from high school or completing a post-
secondary degree this past year. 

Details needed:  Name, Degree, School 
Graduating from, and future plans. 

Info needed by May 12, 2019! 
Email your news to:  secretarysglc@gmail.com 

Sunday, May 19 is the last day of Sunday 
School for this academic year!  Thank you to 
the dedicated teachers, parents, and music 
leaders for making this time special for our 
youngsters.  We can’t wait to see you when we 
start up again in September! 
 

NOTE:  Sunday Worship will continue to meet at 
10:00am through the month of May. 

Our Summer Worship Schedule will begin 
Sunday, June 2 with worship beginning at 
9:00am. 

mailto:secretarysglc@gmail.com
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

In our church tradition we follow a church season calendar.  This yearly calendar of time is divided 
into three segments.  For ease I refer to them as the Christmas cycle, the Easter cycle and the Pen-
tecost Cycle.  Each season has particular scriptures and rituals attached that seek to lead us 
through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ.  The church word for this is “liturgical” – 
meaning we follow a form, or a pattern to give order to our lives. 

The three liturgical cycles also provide an opportunity to live through our limited understanding of the 
Holy in the way of Trinity.  We focus on God's love in the Christmas cycle, Jesus way of love in the 
Easter cycle and the Spirit's love at work in us during the Pentecost cycle.  Notice which cycles re-
ceive more attention...  The ones that put more attention on what God does – rather than what God 
does through us.  No one blinks an eye about missing Pentecost Sunday worship – however, it is my 
favorite holy day.  This is the only big holy day of our church that the commercial world hasn't made 
into a holiday. 

We are now in the Easter season which began with Easter Sunday and lasts approximately 50 days 
culminating on Pentecost Sunday, June 9, 2019.  During this Easter season we hear stories of Je-
sus' resurrection and the response of his many followers.  We reflect on the possibility for fresh be-
ginnings and new starts.  We celebrate that God cares about our whole selves – spiritual, mental, 
emotional AND physical!  We are reminded that we are embodied spirits and are best able to love 
God, ourselves and others when our bodies, minds, hearts and souls are in tune with each other. 

Of course we can not do this alone or perfectly!  We need regular tuning similar to piano strings and 
this can happen during regular attendance at worship.  But we also can be grounded and centered 
more often throughout the day and week if we are intentional in our thinking and practice.  There are 
so many ways of connecting with the peace that passes all understanding.  One aspect the church 
has often failed to adequately recognize is the significance of physical movement and contact with 
the beauty of creation.  I call this sacramental living.  That means “seeing” the holy in the ordinary 
moments and movements in life. 

When I was a child on my grandparents' farms some of the things I most enjoyed included walking 
with grandma down to the creek to read the meter, going with her to the cemetery to water the flow-
ers, looking for kittens in the haymow, walking the grove road during harvest time as the sun was 
setting, running through the warming sheets as they hung on the line, the rope swing that hung from 
the big cedar tree, having coffee with the church ladies at the cafe, playing with the puppies in the 
kennel, harvesting four-o-clock seeds and storing them in a mason jar, and taking lunch to grandpa 
out in the field and having a little picnic while we listened for bird songs. 

None of that had anything to do with church – but I believe it had everything to do with growing in 
awareness of the Spirit.  I know I'm more reflective and have a better memory than some – but I do 
believe whenever we go outside our doors and enter into the “wild, open” spaces of nature we have 
the opportunity to be refreshed and healed.  I am confident those of you reading this can relate in 
some way to what I am saying. 

Well, I'm all grown up now and I need some encouragement to move and be in nature on a more 
regular basis.  Perhaps you do as well.  Consider stretching or walking this Easter season in a more 
intentional way - either at home or with your friends at church.  Check out details in this month's 
newsletter. 

In the peace of God that connects us all - 
Pastor Shelly 
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The Season of Easter in the Christian Calendar 
Extends Over 50 Days and Includes Seven Sundays 

Easter; Choose Resurrection Life! 

This is the time of year we read and hear the resurrection stories of Jesus' encounter with his disci-
ples and strangers after his death on the cross.  The Easter season is a good time to welcome the 

promise of the resurrection in our individual lives and recognize new beginnings 
are possible during our life on earth as well as our life after physical death.  
Throughout our lifetimes we experience change, loss and grief.  Practicing the 
promise of bodily resurrection through physical movement and focused breath-
ing is an excellent practice to begin in the Easter season!  Below are some op-

portunities for doing that at Scandian Grove!  You will be surprised by grace how healing and freeing 
it can be for our individual lives and community.  You have the time for this… at least some Wednes-
days or Sundays. 
 

Stretch & Pray During the Easter Season at Scandian Lutheran Church 
Wednesdays at 6:30 – 7:00 pm 

All ages and abilities are invited to move and pray together during the Easter 
season.  We will practice movement that may increase flexibility in our body and 
heart as well as soften pain.  This will not be a standard exercise class, but a way 
to encourage us to listen to the Holy Spirit living within our bodies and connect on 
a deeper level with that reality. 

Pastor Shelly will lead us in this “experiment.”  Together we will discern what 
works best for our group as we move along each week.  It is not necessary to at-
tend every week.  Please wear comfortable clothing.  Movement options will be 
available for those we desire to remain seated in chairs and those who wish to lie 
on the floor.  A sense of humor and humility would be greatly appreciated and 
encouraged! 
 

Resurrection Walks in the Woods During the Easter Season 
Sundays April 21 – June 9 at 11:30 am 

Rotating Schedule of Norseland Woods, GAC Arboretum, & Seven Mile Creek 

Jesus walked a lot!  Going at a slower pace and having a spiritual companion 
with you is good for the soul.  For many people, walking in the woods is a form of 
worship.  So let's worship together in the lovely displays of creation close to us!  
Have appropriate shoes and clothing.  If it is raining bring an umbrella.  If there is 
thunder and lightening, we won't walk!  We will meet at the church and carpool to 
our destination.  Pastor Shelly will get us started.  We will go for appropriate 
times and paces according to the people in attendance.  Bring a little snack 
and water for your walk or wait until you finish your walk to eat.  You need not 
walk with the group every Sunday!  All ages are welcome.  We will walk you to 
a lawn chair set out in a safe place just for you so you can participate in the 
fun too! 

GENTLE REMINDERS! 
If you are the last ones to leave, make 
sure to turn off lights, shut doors & look 

around before you leave the church. 
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We extend our Christian Sympathy to the family 
and friends of Paul Bjorklund who passed away 
on Sunday, April 7, 2019.  Funeral service was 
held on Saturday, April 13, 2019 with burial in 
the Scandian Grove Lutheran Church Ceme-
tery, Norseland, MN. 

                             

May God comfort and strengthen all 
that suffer during this difficult time. 

Remember in prayer… 
We pray for those who are having difficulties in 
their relationships, the lonely, neglected, hun-
gry, and those financially strained, those fighting 
anxiety and depression, recuperation from ill-
ness and surgeries, those grieving the loss of a 
loved one, and those serving in the military 
along with their families still at home.  Lord, hear 
our prayers.  Amen. 

Scandian 
Grove’s 
Church 
Council 
Minutes 

from 
Tuesday, April 9 will run in the 

June Newsletter. 
NOTE:  Council will meet on Thursday, May 16 
at 6:30 instead of Tuesday, May 14, 2019! 

A 30 gallon Red Wing Crock 
that’s been in the par-
sonage basement.  
There has been interest 
in the Crock so we 
have decided to sell it.  
The Church Council 
has decided to have a 
Silent Auction for the 
Crock during the month 
of May.  May 31

st
 it will 

end.  We will bring it to 
church for everyone to see.  We would like to 
give members of the church the first opportunity 
so it will be for members only.  If there isn’t any 
interest in the Crock we will open it up to sell 
outside the Congregation.  All proceeds will go 
to repairing or replacing the roof on the pioneer 
building.  The Historical Committee has in-
formed us that the south roof needs repair. 
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Last Community Conversation! 
During the beginning of our transition process 
we had three community conversations after 
worship.  Led by Pastor Shelly, we talked with 
each other about our history, our values, our 
strengths and limitations, changes in our culture 
and surrounding community, our ministries and 
our property.  These were fruitful conversations, 
but we agreed we need more conversations like 
this. 

So mark your calendars for the last Community 
Conversation with church friends on: 
 

Sunday, May 19 at 9:00 am 
CONVERSATION: 

What Does It Mean to be an 
Inter-generational Congregation? 

Most congregations have followed the educa-
tional model of the public schools.  We have di-
vided our church family into age groups.  What 
is good about that?  What are the drawbacks?  
How is that similar to and different from how 
families manage their time together?  Church 
may be one of the few remaining places where 
generations expect and value spending time to-
gether.  What do the generations need and con-
tribute to each other? 

 May  2019 June  2019 

ALTAR GUILD Rhonda Hermanson 

Jim Allerson 

Rhonda Hermanson 

Jim Allerson 

READERS Solveig Langr Melody Schott 

USHERS 
Doug & Judy Schultz 

Charles Johnson, Jim Allerson 

Lee Schott, Red Bushman 

Bill & Beth Kastens 

COUNCIL 
COMMUNION 
ASSISTANTS 

 

Pam Rogich 

Doug Schultz 

 

Wallace Larson 

Marty Schott 

COUNCIL HOST Marty Schott Dave Hermanson 

Dear Scandian Grove Members, 
Thank you so much for welcoming me into your 
community and making me part of your family.  
The help you all provided for my mom and I to 
afford a car was very generous and we cannot 
thank you enough.  I am so lucky to belong to 
this church family. Sincerely, 

Rae Anne Smit 
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You are invited to 
Scandian Grove’s 

Book Club 

on Sunday, May 19, 2019 
from 2:00 to 4:00pm 

Hosted at the Benedictine Home 
of Charles Turnbull 

1906 Sunrise Drive, Saint Peter, MN 56082 
 

We will be discussing… 

The Lean-to Boys 
By Charles Turnbull 

“This is a collection of true stories chronicling a group 
of deer hunters, their hunting, their successes and the 
camp they set up in ’52 and the area they still use in Big-
fork Township, Itasca County, Minnesota. 
These stories are for everyone who has enjoyed the 
out-of-doors, camping, and hunting or fishing.  They 
will bring back memories of trips, hunts, and/or similar 
activities you once participated in; or just maybe out-of-
door adventures you would like to be a part of in the 
future.” 
(Taken from the back cover of the book that can be ordered on 
Amazon) 
 

Charlie will lead our discussion and is very willing 
to autograph your copy of his book! 

Our June/July read will be . . . 

Killers of the Flower Moon:  The Osage 
Murders and the Birth of the FBI 

By David Grann 

All Church 

LUTHER LEAGUE 
Reunion 

Friday July 12 
Saturday July 13, & 

Sunday July 14 

Tentative Schedule 

Friday:  Movie and lefse making at church. 

Saturday:  Afternoon best ball golf tourney and/
or scavenger hunt in Norseland community; 
Evening bonfire, conversation and games. 

Sunday:  Outdoor worship and potluck picnic to 
follow.  Afternoon Labyrinth building.  Service 
Projects may also be available as an option.... 

 

May Birthdays 

1 Daisy Johnson   18 Jodi Bushman 

 Lily Johnson   20 Arik Lokensgard 

7 Sarah Bjorklund     Meagan Speiss 

8 Tom Hanson   22 Gail Norell 

  Tyler Hanson   24 Merlin Myhra 

10 Andrew Hermanson     Sydney Schott 

11 Marty Schott   27 Marilyn Bjorklund 

12 Marshall Bye    Anne Marie Grimmius 

13 Charles Turnbull   28 Kelsey Anderson 

15 Beth Kinkeade   29 Elna Rodning 

16 Tammy Fjermstad     

WELCA Meeting 
Saturday, May 18 at 9:00am 

Hostesses:  Kazuko, Elna, & Maria Lokensgard 
 

BASKETS OF BLESSINGS is a project of the 

Scandian Grove Women of the 
ELCA.  Funds raised will go to-
ward mission projects.  A hostess 
gift, birthday gift, something to 
share at Easter, "Just Because 
Gift."  The possibilities are end-
less!  Each basket includes tasty 

items such as coffee, tea and chocolates from 
the Fair Trade Growers.  Bless someone with a 
gift and in turn, help those in need.  Baskets are 
available at the church for a donation.  Contact 
Theresa Bjorklund if you have questions. 

“Serving our neighbors through missions” 
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“The Mood Mender” 
“When anxiety was great within me, Your consola-

tion brought me joy.” PSALM 94:19 

AS I WAITED AT THE TRAIN STATION for my 

weekly commute, negative thoughts crowed my 
mind like commuters lining up to board a train—
stress over debt, unkind remarks said to me, 
helplessness in the face of a recent injustice 
done to a family member.  By the time the train 
arrived, I was in a terrible mood. 

On the train, another thought came to mind: 
write a note to God, giving Him my lament.  
Soon after I finished pouring out my complaints 
in my journal, I pulled out my phone and lis-
tened to the praise songs in my library.  Before I 
knew it, my bad mood had completely changed. 

Little did I know that I was following a pattern 
set by the writer of Psalm 94.  The psalmist first 
poured out his complaints: “Rise up, Judge of 
the earth; pay back to the proud what they de-
serve…. Who will rise up for me against the 
wicked?  Who will take a stand for me against 
evil doers?” (Psalm 94:2, 16).  He didn’t hold any-
thing back as he talked to God about injustice 
done to widows and orphans.  Once he’d made 
his lament to God, the psalm transitioned into 
praise: “But the Lord has become my fortress, 
and my God the rock in whom I take refuge” (V. 

22).God invites us to take our laments to Him.  
He can turn our fear, sadness, and helpless-
ness into praise. BY LINDA WASHINGTON 

Lord, I pour out my heart to You.  Take my hurts and 
my anger, and grant me Your peace. Amen. 

Praise has the power to lighten our heaviest burden. 

Taken from the “Our Daily Bread” devotional.   

Scandian Grove will be updating our church pic-
torial directory in July.  Dates that have been re-
served are July 16-18, 2019.  Please mark 
these dates in your 2019 calendar! 
 

Hours will be: 
Tuesday:  2:00 - 8:00pm 
Wednesday & Thursday:  1:00 - 8:00pm 
More information will be forthcoming as we get 
closer to July.  Lifetouch Church Directories & 
Portraits will be the company we will be working 
with. 

Christian Radio Station Guide 
KTIS FM 98.5 FM Minneapolis Contemporary Christian 
 94.9 FM Mankato 
 107.7 FM Albert Lea 

KTIS AM 900 AM Minneapolis 

KJLY FM 104.5 FM Blue Earth Contemporary Christian 

KJTS FM 88.3 FM New Ulm Know Jesus the Savior 

The Refuge 88.7 FM Nicollet 

2019 SW MN SYNOD ASSEMBLY 
Friday, June 7 starting at 8:00am to Saturday, afternoon on June 8, 2019 

Redwood Area Community Center Field House, Redwood Falls, MN 

Theme:  “Everyday Spirituality” 
About 700 persons from throughout our Synod will meet to worship God, in whose name we gather; 
to deliberate carefully and faithfully about God’s mission in our Synod; to learn from God’s Word 
about the life and mission God has given us; and to enjoy fellowship with God’s people from 
across Southwestern Minnesota. 

Registration is now open.  Early bird rate is $50 prior to May 17.  Our representatives are Doug & 
Judy Schultz but anyone who is interested may register. 
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Lead From God’s Pencil By the Newsletter Editor 
Do you know how many words are in a dictionary?  Well, depending on which dictionary you use, there are 
anywhere from 225,000 to 616,500 word entries.  Every time a dictionary is revised, new words have been 
developed and are submitted to be included in that new version.  I find it interesting that the vocabulary of an 
average person knows/uses 12,000 to 20,000 words, depending on their level of education.  College gradu-
ates use an estimated vocabulary of 25,000 or more.  These estimated numbers apply to natives of the Eng-
lish language. 

I think it’s fun to look through the dictionary and find words that are fun to say, like:  hullabaloo, thatched, 
shazam, rebel-rouser or gazetteer.  For that matter, I love to look through a Thesaurus, too.  My question 
now is . . . “with all these words at our disposal, why is it so many people need to continuously swear in their 
everyday conversations?”  I believe, first and foremost, it’s a habit and also, I do understand that when peo-
ple are angry and frustrated, profanity helps release that anger and frustration.  But the way some people 

talk, you would think they are angry day after day, and in some cases, sadly, this is probably true.  Now don’t get me 
wrong, I’m guilty of letting a curse word slip now and then, but I never feel very good about myself afterwards.  I find that 
I’m disappointed with myself for not finding a better word to use.  Most of the time I find it pretty easy to use another word 
like “shoot,” “Martha,” or “nuts” instead of the obvious.  I, like many people, went through a period in my life that I could talk 
a colorful blue streak like nobody’s business.  But there came a day when I went cold turkey and decided to quit swearing 
altogether.  That day was around 2:30 pm on November 7th, 1985.  That was the afternoon that I held our son Ben for the 
first time.  I looked at that little human being and saw a fragile, clean, vulnerable, unblemished infant.  At this point he had 
no experience or knowledge of how ugly and dirty this world could be.  That afternoon I knew that Benjamin would not be 
learning any vulgar or vile language from me or from Scott, for that matter.  I wanted that pure innocence he was born with 
to last as long as it could and I wanted him to grow-up in a house hold where swearing wasn’t heard.  For the most part we 
were successful in this decision but what he learned on the school bus, at school and from others was totally different and 
out of our control.  To this day Ben is respectful of our “non-swearing household” even though I’ve been told by some of his 
friends that he can talk a colorful blue streak like nobody’s business.  Am I surprised?  Well, yes and no.  I just pray that 
one day the opportunity will present itself for him to think long and hard about what comes out of his mouth and what he 
writes in his books.  For those of you who didn’t know, a few years back, Ben had his first novel published. 

As I wrote this column, I couldn't help but think about how few curse words I knew of when I grew up.  There were six really 
bad ones and one in Swedish that to this day I still don’t know what the meaning is.  I asked Dad a few times but he’d 
never tell me and at this point in my life, I really don’t want to know either.  I do remember that there were different levels of 
badness to these swear words, so if you were caught saying “dang it,” it was still considered swearing, but at a lesser level 
which was followed with the threatening question of “You want your mouth washed out with soap?”  I’m happy to report 
that I only got soap in my mouth for swearing once and once for being disrespectful to my sister when I told her to “shut-
up.”  My next question is . . . back in Jesus’ day, did they use curse words?  I’ve never come across swearing in the bible; 
only the warnings of taking the Lord’s name in vain and the reference to hell as a bad place to be going at the end of your 
life.  Here’s something to think about . . . what would your life feel like and how would it change, if profanity, cursing and 
swearing had never been concocted, made-up, created or invented? Until next month, God’s Peace, Love, and Joy! 
 Bonnie 
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Scandian Grove Lutheran Church Calendar May 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

  1  
5:30pm Sr High Youth 
 Faith Talk 

6:30pm Stretch & Pray 

7:00pm Sr Choir practice 

 

2   
Pastor Shelly – Vacation 

9:00am WELCA Quilting 

3  
Pastor Shelly – Vacation 

WELCA Synod 
Convention, Marshall, 
MN 

4  
Pastor Shelly – Vacation 

WELCA Synod 
Convention, Marshall, 
MN 

5  
Pastor Shelly – Vacation 

9:00am Adult Forum & 
 Sunday School 

10:00am Worship w/Holy
 Communion  

11:30am Resurrection 
 Walk GAC 
 Arboretum 

6  
Pastor Shelly - Vacation 

7  

Pastor Shelly - Vacation 
8  

Pastor Shelly - Vacation 

6:30pm Stretch & Pray 

7:00pm Sr Choir practice 

 

9  
Pastor Shelly - Vacation 

9:00am WELCA Quilting 

 

10  
Pastor Shelly - Vacation 

11  
Pastor Shelly - Vacation  

12 Mother’s Day 
Pastor Shelly - Vacation 

9:00am Adult Forum 

10:00am Worship 

11:30am Resurrection 
 Walk Seven 
 Mile Creek 

13  
Pastor Shelly - Vacation 

14  
Pastor Shelly - Vacation 

15  
5:30pm Sr High Youth 
 Faith Talk 

6:30pm Stretch & Pray 

7:00pm Sr Choir practice 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

 

16  
9:00am WELCA Quilting 

6:30pm Council Meeting 

17  18  
9:00am WELCA Meeting 

19  Food Shelf Sunday 
9:00am Community 
 Conversation 
Last day of Sunday School 

10:00am Worship w/Holy
 Communion & 
 Sr Recognition 

11:30am Resurrection 
 Walk  
 Norseland 
 Woods 

4:00pm Book Club at 
 Benedictine – 
 Charles Turnbull 

20 
 

21  22  
6:30pm Stretch & Pray 

7:00pm Sr Choir practice 

 

23 
9:00am WELCA Quilting 

24 
Church reserved for 
wedding rehearsal 

25 
Logan Retzlaff Wedding 

26 
9:00am Adult Forum 

10:00am Worship 

11:30am Resurrection 
 Walk GAC 
 Arboretum 

27  Memorial Day 

10:45am Worship Service 

11:45am Honor Guard 
 Program 

Ham Dinner following the 
 Honor Guard 
 Program, Serving 
 until 1:30pm 

28 29 
6:30pm Stretch & Pray 

 

30 
 

31 
 

 
 

 

P
a

g
e

 1
1
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SCANDIAN GROVE LUTHERAN CHURCH STAMP 

42869 COUNTY ROAD 
#
52 

SAINT PETER  MN  56082 

http://scandiangrovelutheranchurch.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LABEL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATED MATERIAL ENCLOSED 
 

 

Scandian Grove Lutheran Group 

May 15 

WWEEKLYEEKLY  AATTENDANCETTENDANCE  

March 31 69 
April 3, Lent Service 42 
April 7 67 
April 10, Lent Service Canceled 

April 14, Palm Sunday 84 
April 18, Maundy Thursday 66 
April 19, Good Friday 32 
April 21, Easter Sunday 121 

ANNUAL 

Syttende Mai Smorgasbord 

NORSELAND LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Hwy 22,Norseland, MN 

Saturday, May 18 

4:00-7:30 pm 

COST:  Tickets at the door are $13.00 for 
adults and $3.00 for children ages 6-12. 

MENU:  Meatballs, Ham, and Potatoes, 
will include numerous Norwegian treats 
and Scandinavian traditional fare. 


