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You are invited to 
Scandian Grove’s 

Book Club 
on Sunday, February 17, at 4:00pm 

Hosted by Neal & Joni Anderson 
37734 County Road 63, Saint Peter, MN 56082 

 

Doug Schultz will lead us in discussing… 

Lincoln Unbound: 
How an Ambitious Young Rail-splitter Saved 
the American Dream - And How We Can Do It Again 

By Rich Lowry 
“In this book, Lowry examines the 16th president’s life 
and political career in an effort to mobilize his story in 
service of furthering modern conservative values.  The 
bulk of the book is light biography, told through potent 
and inspirational chapters of Lincoln’s life:  as a self-
educated frontiersman, then a traveling lawyer, and fi-
nally superlative leader of the United States.” 

Publisherweekly.com 

Committee 

THE 

 

Striving to Live, Love, Serve, all for the Glory of God. 

 

February 2019      

Scandian Grove Lutheran Church 

Newsletter 
 

Saturday, February 9 at 8:00am 
All are Welcome! 

PLEASE NOTE that conver-
sations with the Synod have 
informed us that according 
to the Minnesota Statutes 
from the Attorney General, 
Absentee Ballots or Elec-
tronic Vote is not legal at 
such meetings and will no 
longer be recognized.  The 
Synods Constitution does 
not allow it and our Church 
is under that Constitution.  
Voters must attend the 
meeting to have their vote count.  All confirmed 
members of the congregation are eligible to 
vote. 
Come to the Annual Meeting to vote! 

The Call Committee has 
been busy meeting regu-
larly.  We will be present-
ing the Council and the 
Council will be presenting 
the Congregation with a 

recommendation to extend a Term Call to 
Interim Pastor Shelly Olson.  Pending approval 
by the Church Council it will be voted on at the 
Annual Meeting. 

The Annual Meeting of the SGLC Congregation 
will be February 10th following worship. 
 The membership will be voting on a ballot 

for leadership positions. 
 Treasurer’s Reports will be presented and 

approved as well as an Operating Budget 
for the coming year of 2019. 

 Finally, there will be a vote regarding the 
Open Call Pastoral position. 

Committees & Groups of the 
church should be making their 
2019 schedules; updating 
contact persons/officers, and 
assigning duties.  Please get 
this information to the Church 
Secretary by FEBRUARY 3rd 

for the 2019 Schedule Book purposes. 
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Dear Friends in Christ Jesus, 
I began serving as your Interim Pastor in December of 2017.  It has certainly been a pleasure lead-
ing you in worship, getting to know you better through visits and community events, and partnering 
in leadership with your excellent Church Council and Transition Team. 
The responsibilities of an Intentional Interim Pastor include facilitating the transition process from the 
previous pastor to the next “regular call” pastor and helping the Congregation discern the Spirit’s 
current purpose for the Congregation.  To fulfill these duties, we have had numerous conversations 
regarding our strengths and limitations as well as the needs of our communities.  This process of re-
flection requires significant time and prayerful patience. 
As a result, your Church Council and Transition Team recommended that the Congregation form a 
Call Committee to interview your Interim Pastor for a Term Call of up to two years.  This Term Call 
provides the appropriate time, stability and flexibility to discern pastoral ministry and mission options 
for SGLC. 
I had the privilege of interviewing with the Scandian Grove Lutheran Church Call Committee on 
Monday January 21, 2019.  The questions were thoughtful and challenging.  I would like to briefly 
paraphrase my recollection of a few of the many questions we discussed. 
Can you give us three reasons why you feel called to serve Scandian Grove? 

I believe the Spirit has brought us together at this time of transition in my personal call to ministry 
and the changes SGLC is experiencing.  Our gifts seem to fit well together.  I greatly appreciate 
the fine leadership of this Congregation and willingness to work in partnership with the pastor to 
serve the community.  I feel close to the land and it feels right to serve with other people who feel 
a similar way.  I appreciate the flexibility of scheduling to “catch up” as I do struggle with migraine 
headaches. 

How would you describe and/or invite young people or young families to visit Scandian 
Grove? 

This is how I would answer that question today.  “SGLC is a close-knit community that loves chil-
dren and wants to get to know you and support your faith journey.”  However, I did stumble a bit in 
my initial answer.  Perhaps because I am not comfortable in understanding it as my job to “sell” 
the congregation.  I am not sure that was the intention behind the question, but I do think it is an 
expectation of some members.  This method of Evangelism is a growing edge for me (and many 
pastors and members of ELCA Congregations.)  The form of Evangelism of which I do excel - is 
building relationships with people – asking them about themselves, learning their story and con-
necting with them in a genuine way. 

As it is a goal of SGLC to “grow and thrive” how would you help us do that? 
We need to “grow” spiritually as members before we can really “grow” in numbers.  We need to 
be more comfortable in our relationship with God and the congregation so we can talk about why 
these relationships matter and make a difference in our lives.  We need to think about this to-
gether and as your pastor I need to help the congregation practice how we talk about our faith 
and congregation and invite people to join us.  We also need to think about ways we are welcom-
ing and ways we are not.  I would suggest a two-fold approach:  encourage individual spiritual 
health through prayer practices in body, mind and spirit and concentrate on revitalizing worship 
for the sake of community.  The Council and Committees would need to take on this goal to “grow 
and thrive” with enthusiasm as well. 
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“we have not ceased praying for you and asking that you may be filled with the knowl-
edge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may lead lives 
worthy of the Lord… as you bear fruit … and as you grow in knowledge of God.” 

Colossians 1:9,10 
Please join me in growing and thriving as a disciple of Jesus. 
Yours in the Spirit, 
Interim Pastor Shelly Olson 
 Facebook Read the Bible in One Year.  Daily Posts with assignments and videos. 
 Bible Study of the Gospel of Luke:  Sundays at 9:00am before 10:00am worship 

Church Council Minutes for December 11, 2018 
The evening began with Prayer led by Interim Pastor Shelly Olson 
The meeting was called to order by President Bruce Norell 
Present:  Bruce, Wallace, Interim Pastor Shelly, Joni, Gordy, Dick, Doug, Pam 
The Secretary's Minutes from the previous meeting were approved. 
Correspondence 

A Thank You from the Food Shelf for ten pounds of food was read. 
A Thank You from Lutheran Disaster Response for $150.00 was read. 
Financial Secretary Report 

Bruce presented on behalf of Marty a motion was made and seconded to approve. 
Treasurer Report 

An estimated 2500 gallons of water was used for the Lutefisk supper.  The Family Medical Fund is 
now at $430.21. 
Preliminary reports estimate that the Lutefisk Supper made $9,000-$10,000 (waiting to see if all the 
bills have been paid).  Vicki needs to be asked what was contributed towards Habitat for Humanity 
last year on behalf of the Gustavus Students who participation in the event.  Motion was made and 
seconded to approve the report. 
Pastor's Report was attached in a separate document. 
Old Business 

Discussion regarding Parsonage  repair and remodel work.  Bruce presented the plumber’s bid se-
cured by the Property Committee.  A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the bid 
and begin the process of replacing plumbing of the upstairs and downstairs bathrooms.  Further im-
provements will be discussed by the Property Committee and the Church Council to be approved at 
the Annual Meeting. 
Call Committee 
Bruce reported that they have met two times and are enjoying the discussions regarding the Job De-
scription, Compensation Package and the Interview Process.  They would like to meet with Assistant 
to Bishop, Pastor Steve Cook to finalize details before the interview. 
New Business 

A motion was made, seconded, and approved to designate the Free Will Offering from Christmas 
Eve Worship to be divided between the Local Food Shelves. 
Annual Meeting – Sunday, February 10, 2019 
Auditing Committee – Jim Allerson, Tim Lokensgard 
Nominating Committee – Scott Hermanson, Tim Lokensgard, Terry Pankratz, Sue Schott 
Committee Reports 

Christmas Treat Bags – Pam, Gordy and Dick are taking responsibility for purchasing items and pre-
paring treat bags to be distributed to Sunday school students and children after the program. 
Joni will find a frame for the recent Anniversary Photograph.  
Dick motioned to adjourn the meeting. 
Respectfully submitted, Interim Pastor Shelly Olson, Secretary Protem 
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Pastor Shelly led the Council in prayer. 
President Bruce Norell called the January 8th, 2019 meeting to order 
at 6:38pm. 
Members Present:  Wallace, Pam, Pastor Shelly, Joni, Bruce, Gordy, 
Marty, Doug, Dick, Theresa, Heidi, and Solveig 
Secretary’s Report 
Wallace made a motion to accept the Secretary’s Report with no addi-
tions or corrections.  Pam seconded the motion, motion passed. 

Sunday December 30th meeting minutes were read.  There were eight Council Members present at 
this meeting.  The meetings focus was the Lutefisk Suppers proceeds.  Gordy made a motion to ac-
cept these minutes with no additions or corrections.  Joni second the motion, motion passed. 
Correspondence 
Marty shared a letter from LPL Financial. 
Heidi shared two Thank You cards from the Sibley County Food Share and the Saint Peter Food 
Shelf for donations made. 
 Treasurers Report Financial Secretary’s Report 

Beginning Balance: $14,354.07 Family Medical Fund: $  431.63 
Deposits: 18,684.51 Improvement Fund: 9,463.95 
Withdrawals: 17,365.71 Scholarship Fund: 2,335.84 
Ending Balance: 15,672.87 Memorial Fund: 4,825.89 
  Sunday School Funds: 1,206.25 

Financial Secretary’s Report 
Report was given by Marty.  Pam made a motion to accept the Financial Secretary’s report with no 
additions or corrections.  Gordy seconded the motion, motion passed. 
Treasurers Report 
Report was given by Vicki Hermanson.  Joni made a motion to accept the Treasurers Report with no 
additions or corrections.  Solveig seconded the motion, motion passed. 
The Budget along with the proposed 2019 Budget was presented to the Council by Marty Schott with 
the assistance of Vicki Hermanson, Church Treasurer.  The proposed 2019 Budget was made up by 
the Finance Committee. 
Discussion about the 2019 Budget followed. 
Theresa Bjorklund made a motion to increase the Church Treasurer’s salary to $250 a month.  
Solveig and Marty seconded the motion, motion passed.  Pastor will write up an Educational State-
ment for the Annual Report for the Congregation to have a little knowledge of how the Council 
comes to make their decisions. 
Theresa made a motion to accept the 2019 Budge of $153,631.00.  Dick and Wallace seconded the 
motion, motion passed. 
Pastor’s Report 
Pastor Shelly led worship at Oak Terrace Nursing Home in Gaylord, and Benedictine Nursing Home 
in Saint Peter on Christmas Day. 
Pastor Shelly will be leading the Bible Project (reading through the Bible in 2019) starting January 3. 
Pastor Shelly has registered to become a End of Life Doula. 
A few evangelism things that Pastor Shelly has been doing are the following: 
 Youth Group on Wednesdays 
 Pre-Marital Counseling 
 Worship on Christmas Day 
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FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS 

2 Eric Johnson   18 Scott Hermanson 
  Donna Bjorklund     Aiden Rodning 

4 Sarah Reyes   19 Joy Leafblad 

5 Chris Lanes   20 Marci Norell 
7 Kelly Norell   22 Kayla Lanes 

11 Fred Hanson     McKoy Rodning 

  Toni Langr   23 Red Bushman 

12 Amanda Bonham   24 Brady Bye 

  Lia Dennis   25 Benjamin Brinkman 

14 Kirk Johnson   27 Donna Pankratz 

16 Joseph Bjorklund    Hannah Rivard 

ALTAR GUILD Tammy Johnson 
Karri Anderson 

READER Don Hermanson 

 

USHERS 
Joni Anderson 

Jay Hanson 
Dave Hermanson 

Pam Rogich 

COUNCIL 
COMMUNION 
ASSISTANTS 

 
Doug Schultz 

Wallace Larson 

COUNCIL HOST Joni Anderson 

February  2019 

 Attended a Book Club 
 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 WELCA 
 Worship field trip in St. Paul on January 13 and 27 

Pastor Shelly continues to do member visits and counseling visits.  Pastor 
continues to lead bible study before worship. 
December 14 22-  Pastor Shelly took a vacation. 
Old Business 
Parsonage - Terry Pankratz has taken the lead on this project.  As of right now the Parsonage is 
“torn up” for the most part as plumbing is being done. 
Theresa and Pam continue to work on a Wedding Policy for the church. 
The Call Committee continues to meet and will be meeting with the Synod on January 10. 
New Business 
The Annual Meeting will be February 10, 2019.  A few things that will be discussed are Council 
Terms (one, four-year term possibility), possibility of having less Council Members (maybe having 
nine), forming a Constitution Committee for 2019, and the 2019 Budget. 
Hope in the Heartland that is being held in Truman, MN.  It is $50.00 for a Congregation for the reg-
istration fee of $10.00 per person for a meal.  This will be on Saturday, February 2. 
Equipping Congregations will be on February 23rd. 
In the basement of the Parsonage is a 30-gallon Red Wing Crock that some people are interested in 
purchasing from the Church.  The Council has agreed to sell it but is willing to sell it to a member first 
before selling it to a non-member. 
Dick made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Pam seconded the motion, motion passed. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Heidi Scheurer, Council Secretary 

Quilting has started up again at church on 
THURSDAY MORNINGS.  We start around 9:00am 
and make quilts to benefit Lutheran World Relief.  
Bring a lunch, come when you can for as long as you 
can.  Younger eyes are needed and encouraged! 

 



Page 6  

Scandian Grove Lutheran Church 

Annual Meeting Minutes - February 11th, 2018 
The Congregation of Scandian Grove Lutheran Church enjoyed brunch 
served by the youth prior to it’s Annual Meeting on February 11th, 2018. 
Pastor Shelly led us in liturgy. 

Council President ,Wallace Larson called the meeting to order at 12:15pm. 
Pastor Shelly gave the Statistical Report.  There are 327 Baptized Members and 257 Confirmed 
Members. 
Motion to approve the Secretary’s Report with no corrections was made by Tim Lokensgard, sec-
onded, motion passed. 
A nomination to close the Cemetery nominations on the ballot was made, seconded and passed. 
A nomination to close the Church Council nominations on the ballot was made, seconded and 
passed. 
A nomination to close the Auditing nominations on the ballot was made, seconded and passed. 
A motion to cast an unanimous ballot was made, seconded and passed. 
TREASURE’S REPORT 
The Treasures Report was given by Vicki Hermanson.  A motion to approve the Treasure’s Report 
with no additions or corrections was made, seconded, and passed. 
The budget was given by Terry Pankratz.  Motion to approve the budget was made, seconded, mo-
tion passed. 
The question was asked “Do we need the parsonage phone?”  Discussion followed. 
The question was asked about the newsletter and Secretary’s pay.  Discussion followed. 
The cell phone for Pastor Kay was brought forth.  Vicki Hermanson informed everyone about the cell 
phone.  It was brought up that we should pay an allowance to Pastor Shelly for her cell phone, as 
she uses her personal cell phone for work. 
A Thank You to the Council for the hard year was given. 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S REPORT 
The Financial Secretary’s Report was given by Marty Schott.  A change to the Dennis Thorson Fund 
was noted.  The Interest $1,521.19 was deposited to the General Fund for 2017. 
A motion to approve the Financial Secretary’s Report with the change to the Dennis Thorson Fund 
was made, seconded, motion passed. 
Questions about what to do with the Erickson Estate was brought up.  Ideas of what to do with the 
money were given to the Church Council.  It was discussed how the $55,000.00 is being put aside 
for further discussion until a decision is made. 
OLD BUSINESS 
We were short funds this past fall and part of the land money was put towards paying bills. 
NEW BUSINESS 
Youth League has $7,000.00 in their account.  Is the money going to be getting used for their trip 
coming up?  Why is the money just sitting there?  Pastor Shelly will meet more with the youth. 
The Sunday School money will be transferred to the General Fund and will be put under Sunday 
School Fund. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Cemetery:  Given by Theresa Bjorklund 
Money from the Memorial Day Dinner paid fees.  Five people were buried.  Up keep to the ceme-
tery’s was done. 
Churchmen:  Given by Fred Hanson 
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They still meet four times annually.  All are welcome. 
Churchwomen:  Given by Rhonda Hermanson 
Tri-Annual was attended by seven women this year.  Mission work is continuing.  They are still sell-
ing coffee. 
Sunday School:  Given by Heidi Scheurer 
Sunday school has started up again.  More and more kids are coming every Sunday.  We are help-
ing the kids grow in their faith. 
Don Hermanson brought up the 160th Anniversary that is coming up, and they are looking for ideas. 
Wallace Larson gave a Thank You to the Congregation and the 2017 Council for the last year as 
president. 
A Thank You to Terry Pankratz, Sue Schott, and Scott Hermanson was given for serving on the 
Council.  A Thank You to Maria Lokensgard was given for being on the Auditing Committee, and to 
Theresa Bjorklund for serving on the Cemetery Board. 
Dick Kinkeade made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 1:27pm.  Motion was seconded, motion 
passed. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Heidi Scheurer, 

Dear Funeral Committee and Congregation, 
Thank you, Thank you, Thank you! 
As we prepare for the funerals of our loved ones we are thankful for 
the Funeral Committee and our extended church family.  We espe-
cially want to thank you all for the help we received in December.  
Your generosity and kindness were greatly appreciated and we are 
blessed to be a part of such a caring and loving church family. 
Anyone wanting to assist the Committee with cakes or serving are 
always welcome.  Just give us a call when the time comes. 
Thank you, 
Co Chairs Melody Schott and Beth Kastens 

We want to thank all of our friends at SGLC for 
making Shirley (Lincoln) Milligan’s birthday so 
special by your attendance at her open house, 
your cards and your calls. 
It was a very special day for her and for us all. 

Love, The Schott’s and Johnson’s 

“The families of 
Gordon Bjorklund 
thank you for your 
prayers and sup-
port as we said 

goodbye to our brother and uncle.  Thank you to 
the Scandian Grove Funeral Committee for co-
ordinating the noon luncheon; Pastor Scott 
Richards for his support and prayers; the organ-
ist, Marie Engel and vocalist, Harold Rodning for 
their beautiful music.  Thank you too, to the Pall-
bearers, Charles Johnson, Bruce Hildebrandt, 
Wallace Larson, Ron Aspelund, David Rodning 
and Tom Hildebrandt.  A special thank you to all 
those who took time out of the busy holiday sea-
son to make the day about Gordon.  A special 
thank you to Hantge Chapels for their love, care 
and concern show to Gordon’s family:  Emma 
Louise and Harold Rodning; Harold and Donna 
Bjorklund; Eunice and Jerry Hildebrandt; and 
the Willard Bjorklund family.  We thank you." 
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General/Checking Fund

NCB Credit Line
Family Medical Fund
Improvement Fund
Memorial Fund
Scholarship Fund
Historical Committee Acct
Mission Investment Fund

1,206.25                      -                                   -                                          1,206.25             Checking/Sunday School Fund
TOTAL CHECKING/SUNDAY 

SCHOOL FUNDS 15,560.32                    -                                   -                                          16,879.12      

THANK-YOU!!  Your gifts make a difference in the congregation,                   
community, and throughout God's World.

LPL Fund 26,848.93                    361.02                             -                                          27,209.95           

384.43                          -                                   -                                          384.43                 
80,611.00                    -                                   -                                          80,611.00           

4,821.05                      4.84                                 -                                          4,825.89             
2,333.21                      2.63                                 -                                          2,335.84             

-                                -                                   -                                          -                       

8,960.94                      503.01                             -                                          9,463.95             
430.21                          1.42                                 -                                          431.63                 

Total benevolence giving thru December 31, 2018--$15,003.93

14,354.07 18,684.51 17,365.71 15,672.87           

Any questions, please direct to Vicki Hermanson

Financial Report-December 2018

Fund Beginning Balance
Deposits/Transfers/  

Increases
Expenditures/Transfers/  

Decreases
Ending Balance

$3,579.25 

$2,874.68 

$50.00 

$7,800.00 

$300.00 $400.00 

$-

$1,000.00 

$2,000.00 

$3,000.00 

$4,000.00 

$5,000.00 

$6,000.00 

$7,000.00 

$8,000.00 

$9,000.00 

Food Shelves Habitat for 
Humanity-St Peter 

Chapter

Lutheran Disaster 
Response

SW MN Synod 
Benevolence

World Hunger Green Lake 
Ministries

Scandian Grove Total Giving



Scandian Grove Lutheran Church Calendar February 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

    
 

  
 

1  2 Groundhog Day 
10:00am Hope in the 
 Heartland 
 

3  
9:00am Adult Forum & 
 Sunday School 

10:00am Worship w/Holy
 Communion  
Schedule Book Updates 
and Additions Deadline 

4  
 

5  

 
6  
5:30pm Sr High Youth 
 Faith Talk 
7:00pm Sr Choir practice 
 

7  
9:00am WELCA Quilting 

8  
 

9  
8:00am Churchmen’s 
 Breakfast  

10  
9:00am Adult Forum 

10:00am Worship 
Annual Meeting 
after Worship Service 

11  
 

12  
6:30pm Council Meeting 

13  
7:00pm Sr Choir practice 
 

14 Valentine’s Day 
9:00am WELCA Quilting 

15  
Newsletter 
 Deadline 
 

16  
 

17  Food Shelf Sunday 
9:00am Adult Forum & 
 Sunday School 

10:00am Worship w/Holy
 Communion  

4:00pm Book Club at 
 Neal & Joni 
 Anderson 

18 President’s Day 
 

19  20  
5:30pm Sr High Youth 
 Faith Talk 
7:00pm Sr Choir practice 

 

21 
9:00am WELCA Quilting 

22 
 

23 
Equipping 
Congregations 
in Willmar 

24 
9:00am Adult Forum 

10:00am Worship  

25 
 

26 27 
7:00pm Sr Choir practice 
 

28 
9:00am WELCA Quilting 
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SCANDIAN GROVE LUTHERAN CHURCH STAMP 
42869 COUNTY ROAD #52 
SAINT PETER  MN  56082 
http://scandiangrovelutheranchurch.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

LABEL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
DATED MATERIAL ENCLOSED 
 

Return Service Requested 

 

Scandian Grove Lutheran Group 

February 15 

WWEEKLYEEKLY  AATTENDANCETTENDANCE  
December 30 61 
January 6 69 
January 13 69 
January 20 66 
January 27 54 

“Leave Room for God to Surprise You!” 
“When it pleased God.....” GALATIONS 1:15 
As servants of God, we must learn to make 
room for Him—to give God “elbow room.”  We 
plan and figure and predict that this or that will 
happen, but we forget to make room for God to 
come in as He chooses.  Would we be surprised 
if God came into our meeting or into our preach-
ing in a way we had never expected Him to 
come in?  Do not look for God to come in a par-
ticular way, but do look for Him.  The way to 
make room for Him is to expect Him to come, 
but not in a certain way.  No matter how well we 
may know God, the great lesson to learn is that 
He may break in at any minute.  We tend to 
overlook this element of surprise, yet God never 
works in any other way.  Suddenly—God meets 
our life— ....“  when it pleased God….” 
Keep your life so constantly in touch with God 
that His surprising power can break through at 
any point.  Live in a constant state of expec-
tancy, and leave room for God to come in as He 
deci .des  

Taken from “My Utmost for His Highest” 
by Oswald Chambers   

 

 


