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Striving to Live, Love, Serve, all for the Glory of God. 

August 2018   

 Scandian Grove Lutheran Church 

Newsletter 
Come Worship At The Fair 
Please join us on Sunday, August 12 for wor-
ship at the Nicollet County Fair in Johnson Hall 
at 10:00am.  Invite your friends and family! 

The 4-H Pancake Break-
fast begins at 11:00 am. 
PLEASE NOTE:  There 
will be no worship at 
9:00am at the Scandian 
Grove Church, Norse-
land location! 

 

Part Of Our Valued Identity 
Currently there are not enough people signed 
up for the Lutefisk Committee.  Remember that 
the Council has determined that Committee 
Members need to step forward voluntarily.   If 
you think you might like to serve in this role 
please let a Council Member, Pastor, or the 
Secretary know.  There is a sign-up on the 

counter in the 
Narthex.  This 
Committee 
needs to be filled 
out by the end of 
August if there is 

going to be a Fall Supper.  The proceeds from 
this dinner support charities and our operating 
budget.  The Congregation has expressed that 
we value this dinner as part of our identity. 

The bloodmobile will be in Nicollet on Wednes-
day, August 22.  It is our turn to help serve 
again.  We will need pans of bars, volunteers to 
work during the bloodmobile and to clean up at 
the end.  Watch for a sign-up sheet at 
church.  Thank you for helping with this vital 
need in our community and beyond! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Cemetery Board will be spraying the Ceme-
teries for broadleaves.  Please remove flowers 
from the Cemeteries, before the middle of Au-
gust.  Thank you. The Cemetery Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Congregational picture was taken in honor of 
the 160th Anniversary of Scandian Grove Lu-
theran Church.  You can order prints of the pic-
ture, mugs, key chains and more by going to: 
ericschech.pixieset.com/scandiangrove 

98th 

Hubert Anderson’s family is throwing a Birthday 
Card Shower for Hubert’s 98th Birthday on 
August 2, 2018.  Send cards and well wishes to: 
Hubert Anderson, 700 Knight Street, Apt. 
102, Saint Peter, MN 56082.  Hooray Hubert!! 
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to keep me for themselves.  If every child could 
experience that kind love in their flesh and 
bones, I know the world would be a far better 
place.  How fortunate I was to experience a 
unique kind of diversity between these two 
households.  One grandfather was Republican, 
drove red tractors and raised Herefords and 
Greyhound puppies.  The other, was a Democ-
rat, drove green tractors, milked Holsteins and 
fed me popcorn or ice-cream every night.  One 
grandmother sewed me Barbie clothes, took me 
along to town every morning for coffee, and laid 
a special feast of fried eggs, juice and toast with 
jelly, cut into four equal triangles, on a TV tray 
just in time for Captain Kangaroo.  The other 
grandma tickled my back, gave me books and 
puzzles to keep my mind occupied, took me 
shopping for antiques and school clothes and 
listened to my secrets. 
 

I attended worship with my grandparents when I 
visited.  I felt privileged to be given a dollar to 
place in the offering plate and I waited patiently 
in the pew while my grandparents went up to re-
ceive communion.  Similar to baptism, I believe I 
was introduced to the benefits of communion 
from my grandmothers long before the formal 
instruction I received from my pastor.  Whether 
it was a sandwich and thermos brought out to 
grandpa in the field or a little lunch around the 
kitchen table mid-afternoon, lunch on the farm 
was like communion.  (A little lunch, for you 
town kids, is not to be confused with the noon 
meal which is called dinner.)  Lunch was a time 
in the day to pause, (a mini-sabbath in pastor 
speak), to talk about what had been working 
and what hadn't, to refresh and renew around 
food and conversation with family and friends. 
 

Lunch time weren't like the formal devotions my 
grandparents read from Portals of Prayer, but 
they were holy nonetheless, because they 
brought comfort, care and relationships.  Martin 
Luther believed there was a sacramental quality 
to what he called “mutual conversation and con-
solation”.  Talking things out, commiserating 
and putting a smile on someone's face can be 
healing.  Tears and laughter are gifts from the 
Holy Spirit to cleanse our souls inside out. 
 

It is good to practice having “a little lunch” in 
your day, a coffee break with co-workers, or 
sharing highs and lows with your family at the 

I was confirmed at Augustana Lutheran and 
graduated from high school in St. James, MN.  
But the seed of my faith took root in the commu-
nity of Dunnell, MN.  In 1965 I was baptized in a 
small LCMS congregation that closed its doors 
soon after my grandmother's funeral.  For many 
years, my baptismal gown was held in the cedar 

chest in the bed-
room where my 
mother slept while 
she was a girl.  Of-
ten I was drawn to 
search out that 
gown as if it were a 
hidden treasure.  
Indeed it was, for 
this ritual would in-
spire Grandma to 
remember for me 
what I could not.  
As she would tell it, 
on that October 
morning, while she 
was in the kitchen 

finishing prep work for the family meal at noon, 
Grandpa who liked to be early, grunted and 
growled, “It's time to go!”  It wasn't until 
Grandma reached down for the hymnal at the 
beginning of worship, that she realized she was 
still wearing her house shoes as a result of the 
rush.  To add insult to injury she was less than 
pleased to see that her three week old grand-
daughter was barefoot to boot!  Fortunately the 
Holy Spirit works in the midst of human impa-
tience (Grandpa), embarrassment (Grandma), 
forgetfulness (my mother), and all sorts of other 
limitations we humans put in the way of the 
Spirit at work in God's creation. 
 

Each summer I would stay on the farms of both 
sets of grandparents.  I loved the fields and gar-
dens, the animals and barns, the wind and sky.  
The sheets on the line and the swing that hung 
from the cedar tree.  I could tell it was hard for 
my grandparents when the time came to ex-
change me with the in-laws.  But both sets 
shared well even though they may have wanted 



Page 3  

 

 August  2018 September  2018 

ALTAR GUILD Rhonda Hermanson 
& Solveig Langr 

Kelly Norell 
Jim Allerson 

READERS Sue Schott Wallace Larson 

USHERS Terry, Kelly & Cole Pankratz 
Dave Hermanson 

Maria Lokensgard, Lee Schott 
Norm & Charles Wolf 

COUNCIL 
COMMUNION 
ASSISTANTS 

 
Dick Kinkeade 
Wallace Larson 

 
Solveig Langr 

Heidi Scheurer 

COUNCIL HOST Bruce Norell Solveig Langr 

kitchen table.  It is good to rest and pause, to be 
renewed and refreshed.  I am now grown, and 
as a pastor encourage families to pass on their 
faith to the next generation not only in their con-
gregations, but also in their homes and in their 
workplaces.  You can't leave the work to the 
pastors!  Because the world around us will tell 
you to work, work, work, and never stop long 
enough to breathe deep or reflect in gratitude 
for God's gifts of physical and spiritual nourish-
ment found around the table of food and conver-
sation.  Resist the lies of the world.  Seek out 
holy treasures in the cedar chests of your life 
and create time to pause, and listen for God and 
to one another.  I end with this blessing from 
scripture. 
 

“But we appeal to you brothers and sisters, to 
respect those who labor among you, and have 
charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; 
esteem them very highly in love because of their 
work.  Be at peace among yourselves.  And we 
urge you, beloved, to admonish idlers, encour-
age the faint hearted, help the weak, be patient 
with all of them.  See that none of you repays 
evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one 
another and all.  Rejoice always, and pray with-
out ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances:  
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  
Do not quench the Spirit.  Do not despise the 
words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast 
to what is good; abstain from every form of evil.  
May the God of peace make your life holy, and 
may your spirit and soul and body be kept 
sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  The one who calls you is faithful 
and will do this.” I Thessalonians 5:12-24 

 

       A Wedding Wish        
A marriage is a promise that two hearts gladly make, 
 a promise to be tender, to help, to give and take. 
A marriage is a promise to be kind and understanding, 
 to be thoughtful and considerate, fair and undemanding. 
A marriage is a promise to share one life together, 
 a love filled promise meant to be kept lovingly forever. 
 

Congratulations to Helena Langr and Rob 
Satterness who were united in marriage on 
Saturday, July 28, 2018. 
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The Scandian Grove Lutheran Church Council meeting was opened in prayer 
by Pastor Shelly, and then called to order by President Bruce Norell at 
6:40pm on Tuesday, July 10, 2018. 
 

Present:  Pastor Shelly, Dick, Wallace, Bruce, Marty, Heidi, and Pam 
 

Excused:  Theresa, Solveig, Joni, Doug 
 

Secretary’s Report 
Motion passed to approve the secretary’s report with no additions or corrections. 
 

Financial Secretary’s Report 
Report was given by Marty.  Wallace made a motion to accept the financial secretary’s report with no 
additions or corrections.  Motion was seconded by Dick.  Motion passed. 
 

Treasurers report 
Report was given by Vicki Hermanson.  Pam made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report with no 
additions or corrections.  Motion was seconded by Dick.  Motion Passed. 
 

Vicki called CenturyLink and removed long distance and other things on the parsonage phone to 
lower the bill as we pay around $60 a month.  The new bill will be around $30 a month now. 
 

Budget was presented by Vicki Hermanson.  Revenue is down $4300.82 this year compared to last 
year.  This could be because we missed two services due to weather. 
 

Financial Secretary’s Report Treasurer’s report 
Medical Fund $3,229.15 Beginning Balance $-1,176.88 
Improvement Fund 6,261.32 Deposits 10,265.19 
Memorial Fund 4,599.50 Expenses 10,254.75 
Scholarship Fund 3,182.26 Sunday School Fund 1,206.25 
  Checkbook Ending Balance -1,166.44 

Old Business 
The question of should we discontinue the landline phone in the parsonage?  The Council will revisit 
this in a couple months. 
 

The septic system will be put in the end of July beginning of August. It should take 2-3 days to finish. 
 

New Business 
Gordy thanked the Historical Committee for a job well done with the 160th anniversary. 
 

Pastor Shelly is interested in pursuing as the regular call pastor at Scandian Grove and going 
through the interview process as a candidate.  Pastor Shelly presented Pastor Compensation Infor-
mation packet.  It gave an outlook on options if Pastor Shelly would become the regular call pastor.  
Council will further discuss this. 
 

Pastors Report 
On Sunday, August 12 at 10:00am Pastor Shelly will be leading the worship service at the fair.  
There will be a pancake breakfast in Johnson Hall afterwards. 
 

The Transition Team is doing interviews with members, and outsiders. 
 

The Stewardship and Property Committees will be meeting Tuesday, July 17.  They have formed a 
small Property Committee to talk about the parsonage and the parsonages future. 
 

Pastor Shelly is catching up on visiting Members. 
 

Vacation Bible School planning is still being done with Pastor Scott.  It’s planned for July 22-25. 
Pastor Shelly let the Council know that Marjorie & Earl have moved to an assisted living in Le Sueur. 
 

Pastor Shelly will be preaching at Benedictine and Ecumen Sand Prairie in the month of August. 
 

Dick made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was seconded by Pam.  Motion Passed. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Heidi Scheurer, Church Council Secretary 
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AUGUST  BIRTHDAYS 
1 Janet Allerson   12 Melanie Jonason 
 Brenna Webster    Shaunie Kuphal 
2 Hubert Anderson   13 Julie O’Neil 
 Joanne Wolf    Bethany Anderson 

3 Christopher Rodning   14 Andrew Larson 

 Heather Schott   15 Tammy Johnson 
 Robert Widdifield   21  Dave Hermanson 
8 Annie Miller   22 Peter Anderson 

 Wayne Bjorklund   24 Marshall Bjorklund 

 Ruby Langr    Croix Bjorklund 
9 Heidi Scheurer  25 Karri Anderson 

10 Robert Johnson   Melody Schott 
 Luke Norell  26 Margaret Norell 
 Marlin Peterson  28 Seth Lokensgard 

Fellowship With Jesus 
By Joe Stowell 

I consider everything a loss because of the sur-
passing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. Philippians 3:8 

I’ll never forget the time I had the privilege of sit-
ting next to Billy Graham at a dinner.  I was hon-
ored but also somewhat nervous about what 
would be appropriate to say.  I thought it would 
be an interesting conversation starter to ask what 
he loved most about his years of ministry.  Then I 
awkwardly started to suggest possible answers.  
Was it knowing presidents, kings, and queens?  
Or preaching the gospel to millions of people 
around the world? 
 

Before I had finished offering suggestions, Rev. 
Graham stopped me.  Without hesitation he said, 
“It has been my fellowship with Jesus.  To sense 
His presence, to glean His wisdom, to have Him 
guide and direct me—that has been my greatest 
joy.”  I was instantly convicted and challenged.  
Convicted because I’m not sure that his answer 
would have been my answer, and challenged be-
cause I wanted it to be. 
 

That’s what Paul had in mind when he counted 
his greatest achievements to be of no worth com-
pared to the “surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord.”  Think of how rich life would be if 
Jesus and our fellowship with Him was our high-
est pursuit. 
 

Lord, forgive us for chasing after things that matter 
far less than our fellowship with You.  Thank You that 
You stand ready to enrich our life with Your presence 
and power.   Amen. 

Thank you to our church community for all the 
beautiful cards, greetings, and conversations on 
our 50th Anniversary.  It was a fun morning and 
we will remember it always. Doug and Judy 

   ~     
Gordy and I would like to thank all those who 
helped us celebrate our 50th Wedding Anniver-
sary.  Thank you so much for the cards, gifts 
and well wishes. Gordy and Jackie Rodning 
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Community Common Read 
 

NORSELAND:  Where the Woods Meets the Prairie 
Read any part of the book that interests you and 

bring stories to add to the memories… 
 

Sunday, September 16, 2018 at 4:00pm 
Join us as we continue celebrating 

Norseland Community - 160th Anniversary 
 

Scandian Grove Lutheran Church 
 

www.scandiangrovelutheranchurch.org      |      42869 Cty Rd #52 Saint Peter      |      507-246-5195 
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Church Council / Transition Team Update 
At a recent special Church Council meeting, Linda Pedersen, our Synod Representative, led the 
Council in a discussion about the progress made with the Scandian Grove Transition Process and 
what we can be looking toward as we move forward in that process and ultimately, the Call Proc-
esses.  A strong message that came through to the group was to remain calm – we as a congrega-
tion and as individuals are in His hands! 
 
DISCUSSION TOPICS: 
Timeline 
The Transition Team hopes to complete their efforts 
by late summer/early fall.  This includes finishing in-
terviews with local businesses, organizations, and 
individuals about how Scandian Grove can work to-
gether in the development and support of the sur-
rounding community.  The goal is that by mid-
September a Ministry Site Profile (MSP) will be de-
veloped.  A Ministry Site Profile has three purposes.  
1) To help pastoral candidates learn about the com-
munity and congregation.  2) As an aid in the interview process.  3) As a process for the Congrega-
tion to listen to the surrounding community and assess their strengths and limitations as a congrega-
tion. 
Budget 
The Stewardship and Finance Committees will continue to meet and alongside the Church Council, 
will bring forward limits and opportunities as the Transition Team concludes its work and the Call 
Process begins. 
Pastor 
Pastor Shelly Olson began as interim pastor at Scandian Grove on December 4th, 2017.  At that time 
the Synod, Church Council and Pastor Shelly came together with the mutual decision to include in 
the contract that if she and the Congregation were in agreement, she could be considered to inter-
view for the position of settled pastor.  Pastor Shelly has expressed this desire to interview.  Council 
members welcome the Congregation’s input on this proposition. 
Future Steps 
 Finish Transition Team efforts 
 Complete MSP 
 Council will develop a Call Committee 

Scandian Grove Bylaws 
C13.05  “When a pastoral vacancy occurs, a Call Committee of six voting members shall be elected 
by this congregation.  Term of office will terminate at the installation of the newly called pastor.”  
Also, refer to recent Council meeting minutes dated July 10, 2018. 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  Let your gentleness be evident 
to all.  The Lord is near.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 

(Philippians 4:4-7) 

We are going to have hardships and reasons to worry, but worrying does not help a bit.  Praying 
(communicating) with God while remembering our blessings, speaking out what could cause us to 
worry, and letting God take care of what we don’t understand are actions we can take.  We can then 
trust that His peace will guard our hearts and minds. 
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General/Checking Fund

NCB Credit Line
Improvement Fund
Memorial Fund
Scholarship Fund
Family Medical Fund
Historical Committee Acct
Mission Investment Fund

Total benevolence giving thru June 30, 2018--$2,916.00

-1,176.88 10,265.19 10,254.75 (1,166.44)           

Any questions, please direct to Vicki Hermanson

Financial Report-June 2018

Fund Beginning Balance
Deposits/Transfers/  

Increases
Expenditures/Transfers/  

Decreases
Ending Balance

8,500.00                      -                                   800.00                                   7,700.00             
5,853.27                      408.05                             -                                          6,261.32             
4,598.28                      1.22                                 -                                          4,599.50             
3,181.47                      0.79                                 -                                          3,182.26             
3,228.35                      0.80                                 -                                          3,229.15             

426.56                          -                                   -                                          426.56                 
80,611.00                    -                                   -                                          80,611.00           

THANK-YOU!!  Your gifts make a difference in the congregation,                   
community, and throughout God's World.

LPL Fund 27,121.99                    452.50                             -                                          27,574.49           

TOTAL CHECKING/SUNDAY 
SCHOOL FUNDS -                                -                                   -                                          39.81             

1,206.25                      -                                   -                                          1,206.25             Checking/Sunday School Fund

$1,416.00 

$50.00 

$1,300.00 

$150.00 

$-

$200.00 

$400.00 

$600.00 

$800.00 

$1,000.00 

$1,200.00 

$1,400.00 

$1,600.00 

Food Shelves Lutheran Disaster Response SW MN Synod Benevolence World Hunger

Scandian Grove Total Giving
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12 Nicollet County Fair 
10:00 am Worship at the 
 Nicollet County 
 Fair in Johnson 
 Hall 
NO service at SGLC location! 
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Church Calendar 
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1   2 
Hubert Anderson’s 98th 
Birthday - Card Shower 

 

3  

8  
Nicollet County Fair 

9  
Nicollet County Fair 

10  
Nicollet County Fair

Council Meeting 
15  
 Newsletter 

 Deadline  
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Blood Mobile at Nicollet 
Legion.  WELCA serves 
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SCANDIAN GROVE LUTHERAN CHURCH STAMP 
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DATED MATERIAL ENCLOSED 
 

Return Service Requested 

 

Scandian Grove Lutheran Group 

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE 

July 1 54 
July 8 84 
July 15 65 
July 22 70 

August 15 


